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What is adoption? 

Adoption is a legal process in 

which some children who cannot 

be brought up by their birth 

parents become a permanent part 

of a new family. Many have 

experienced abuse or neglect and 

all will have experienced loss and 

separation. Adoption is one of 

several “placement options” for 

children in care.  

Adoption today – the facts 
The number of children needing 

adoptive families does fluctuate. 

Over the last year or so there have 

been fewer children with a plan 

for adoption at the same time as 

higher numbers of people have 

come forward and been approved 

to adopt. This has resulted in some 

people waiting much longer than 

usual to be matched with a child. 

Adoption agencies have to 

manage the number of new 

potential adopters they assess, at 

the same time as supporting 

adopters already waiting for a 

match. 

However, most agencies continue 

to welcome adopters for 

specific groups of children.  These 

include: those over 3 or 4 years of 

age, children in sibling groups, 

children with disabilities and 

additional needs and children from 

black and minority ethnic 

backgrounds. 

Introduction

http://www.first4adoption.org.uk/being-an-adoptive-parent/about-the-children/
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The theme for National 

Adoption Week 2016 is embodied 

by the hashtag #SupportAdoption. 

As in previous years, the need to 

find families for some of our most 

vulnerable children remains at the 

heart of this year’s event. 

However, it is clear that a National 

Adoption Week that did not also 

address the difficult realities of 

adoption today would be doing a 

disservice to those children and the 

agencies working on their behalf. 

National Adoption Week 2016 will 

aim to encompass all aspects of 

adoption, to demystify and clarify 

the adoption process, reflect the 

challenges of adoptive parenting, 

share individual stories, showcase 

and signpost to best practice and 

invite anyone whose life or heart is 

touched by it to 

#SupportAdoption. 

How can I #SupportAdoption
The easiest way to get involved 

with National Adoption 2016 is via 

social media and we hope you’ll 

use #SupportAdoption to show 

that you do! We will be providing 

you with #SupportAdoption signs; 

you can also download them from 

our website. We’d like you to pose 

for a “selfie” with it and post that 

picture to Twitter, Facebook, 

Instagram etc using the hashtag 

#SupportAdoption. We’ll be 

tracking all posts and collecting 

the photos to build a “Supporters 

Wall of Fame” on our website. 

For adoption agencies 
Everyone in your organisation can 

support National Adoption Week 

by sharing the #SupportAdoption 

hashtag as outlined above. Please 

encourage your colleagues, family 

and friends to get involved. Many 

of you will have attended our 

regional workshops and will be 

working toward National 

Adoption Week activities tailored 

to the needs of your area. 

First4Adoption is here to assist in 

whatever way we can and to help 

ensure that your messages and 

events reach as wide an audience 

as possible. 

About National Adoption Week – 17th-23rd October 2016
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The First4Adoption website has an 

area dedicated to National 

Adoption Week. In this section you 

will find useful resources, such as 

downloadable images and logos as 

well as a link to the events section 

where you will able to list and 

promote any NAW activities 

alongside regular information 

events. 

Images

Our image library now includes 

additional photographs depicting 

priority children e.g. sibling groups 

and children with additional 

needs. These are available to 

download and have been designed 

to allow agencies to customise 

them with appropriate branding 

and information.  

Working with the media 
To mark National Adoption Week, 

First4Adoption will be conducting 

interviews and arranging features 

with newspapers, magazines and 

broadcast media. Your agency may 

be contacted by journalists with 

requests for spokespeople or case 

studies of adopters you have 

worked with. You may like to pre-

empt these press enquiries by 

providing local or regional media 

with a ready-made National 

Adoption week story in the shape 

of a press release.  Many of you 

will have worked with journalists 

before or have a dedicated press 

team. You can find tips for 

working with the media in the 

Media pack available in the 

National Adoption Week section 

of the First4Adoption website. 

Using social media
Social media is now a crucial part 

of any awareness raising 

campaign. #SupportAdoption is a 

clear call to action that can be 

added to any social media 

messaging before and during 

National Adoption Week Resources
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National Adoption Week. If your 

organisation has a Facebook page 

do use it to tell people about what 

you are doing during National 

Adoption Week. Twitter is another 

great way to spread your 

messages. You may like to start by 

persuading colleagues, Councillors, 

MPs, local dignitaries, adopters, 

and celebrities to pose with a 

#SupportAdoption sign, and post it 

to social media. Over the coming 

weeks we’ll be updating our 

Communications Calendar to 

include suggested tweets in the 

countdown to NAW and you can 

find lots of useful tips for making 

the most of social media on our 

website. First4Adoption will aim to 

retweet everything we find with 

the hashtag #SupportAdoption 

You can find all our NAW 

resources at: 

www.first4adoption.org.uk/

nationaladoptionweek 

For Adopters and adoptees 
National Adoption Week belongs 

to everyone who has experienced 

adoption and must reflect the 

stories and concerns of adopters 

and adopted people. 

First4Adoption is working with a 

number of individuals who have 

been kind enough to volunteer 

their services as interviewees, 

bloggers or guests on our “Meet 

The Adopter” webcasts. If you’d 

like to share your story in one of 

these ways or are planning a 

National Adoption Week event, 

we’d like to hear from you. Please 

contact First4Adoption at 

info@first4adoption.org.uk

http://www.first4adoption.org.uk/nationaladoptionweek

