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CHILDREN IN ENGLAND AWAITING ADOPTION OUTNUMBER ADOPTERS BY 3 TO 1 LATEST FIGURES SHOW 
New research from national adoption information service, First4Adoption, shows that there are almost 3 times as many children awaiting adoptive families as there are adopters. The figures, based on the latest data, reveal that there are currently 1,085 children in England with an adoption order and 403 families approved to adopt.
Gemma Gordon-Johnson, Head of Service for First4Adoption says, “This report highlights the urgent need to find adoptive families for children who desperately need them. Adoption transforms the lives of those it touches and this National Adoption Week we’re asking anyone who has ever thought about adoption to find out more. Whether you’re married, single, gay or heterosexual, if you think you might be able to give a vulnerable child a loving home, please get in touch”.
The new research, based on data from The Adoption Register for England* also reveals that of the children awaiting adoption:
· 67% are aged under 5 years
· 57% are boys
· 29% are Black and Minority Ethnic children
· 55% are in sibling groups of two or more
Gemma Gordon-Johnson adds, “Children who come to adoption do so because their birth families are unable to care for them. Many of them have experienced neglect and trauma. All of these children need a loving, stable home. They need support and love to help them overcome their troubled backgrounds, make sense of who they are and grow up to be safe and secure. Being an adoptive parent can be challenging but it also brings great rewards.
If you’re interested in finding out more, please contact First4Adoption today”.
Follow First4Adoption’s family finding campaign in the Daily Mirror and at www.mirror.co.uk. Help raise awareness of adoption by sharing the hashtag #SupportAdoption on social media.  For more information about National Adoption Week or to arrange an interview with a First4Adoption spokesperson or case study contact Chris Burton, Communications and PR Manager at First4Adoption - chris.burton@first4adoption.org.uk
*October 2018 data based on information from Adoption Match which operates the Adoption Register for England on behalf of the Department for Education www.adoptionmatch.org.uk. View the data in full at: 
www.first4adoption.org.uk/library/statistics-on-children-awaiting-adoption
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Notes to Editors
National Adoption Week runs from 15th-21st October 2018 www.first4adoption.org.uk/nationaladoptionweek
First4Adoption is the national information service for adoption in England www.first4adoption.org.uk
Adoption Match is the national service working to match children waiting to find permanent homes with approved adopters waiting to be matched with children. Adoption Match manages the national statutory database of children and adopters, the Adoption Register for England, on behalf of the Department for Education.
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